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Figure 1: 6 Central Park Avenue, Chippendale, viewed from the west 

 

Figure 2: Location map of 6 Central Park Avenue, Chippendale 



 

Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Doug McLennan 

Date:  21 October 2025 

Premises: 6 Central Park Avenue, Chippendale 

Executive Summary 

1. The City of Sydney (the City) received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire 
and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises dated 25 September 
2025 with respect to matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a 16 storey building used for student accommodation.  

3. The City inspected the premises on 14 October 2025, accompanied by the building 
manager. This inspection identified fire safety provisions requiring maintenance, which 
can be addressed under the City's instruction. 

Chronology 

Date Event 

17 July 2025 As part of its investigation into the premises, FRNSW issued a 
Notice of Intention to serve a Fire Safety Order. This notice 
directed the property owners to carry out specified maintenance on 
the existing fire safety systems. 

25 September 2025 FRNSW correspondence received by the City. 

14 October 2025 The City inspected the part of the premises relating to the FRNSW 
correspondence. This inspection identified deficiencies in fire 
safety, specifically relating to the Fire Indicator Panel (FIP).  

21 October 2025 The City issued written instructions to address identified 
deficiencies by 19 January 2026. Follow up inspections will be 
undertaken to ensure works are completed in accordance with the 
City’s instruction.   



 

Fire and Rescue NSW Report 

4. Fire and Rescue NSW conducted inspections of the subject premises on 3 July 2025, 
26 July 2025, 6 August 2025 and 28 August 2025. 

Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 

Ref. Issue City response 

 Provision of Fire Safety  

 Combined Fire Sprinkler and Fire Hydrant System  

1 Pilot operated pressure reduction valves 
incorporated quarter-turn isolation valves 
that were not monitored and connected to 
the fire detection and control indication 
equipment (FDCIE). 

During the City’s inspection on 14 
October 2025, it was observed that 
the quarter-turn isolation valve had 
been removed, addressing this 
issue. 

1A The quarter-turn isolation valve was 
removed during the period of the Notice.    

 Smoke Detection and Alarm Systems (SDAS) 

2 The FDCIE displayed twenty-six (26) faults 
and forty-eight (48) isolations.  

The City’s inspection on 14 October 
2025 identified faults and isolations 
on the Fire Indicator Panel.  

During the inspection, the owner’s 
representative advised they intend 
to replace components of the 
automatic fire detection and alarm 
system, including the FIP by 
January 2026.   

To address this issue, the City 
issued a corrective action letter 
requiring the provision of a fully 
operation FIP free of faults and 
isolations by 19 January 2026. 
Follow up inspections will be 
undertaken to ensure works are 
completed in accordance with the 
City’s instructions.   

2A At the time of inspection on the 6 August 
2025, the fire indicator panel displayed 10 
Faults and 3 Isolations. 

2B  Representations (images) were received 
Tuesday 26 August 2025. The image 
showed the fire indicator panel with a date 
of 26 August 2025 @ 1109 hours, which 
displayed the FDCIE clear of faults. The 
LED screen displayed 0 faults and 43 
isolations. 

2C  At the time of the inspection on 28 August 
2025 at 0919 hours, two faults and one 
isolation remained present on the fire 
indicator panel. The two events showed 
times of 2211 hours and 1727 hours 26 
August. 



 

Ref. Issue City response 

2D FRNSW were advised that recurring and 
novel faults were present in the system, 
and it was difficult to have the fire indicator 
panel free from faults. Building 
management advised FRNSW that 
investigations were underway to determine 
whether a new FDCIE could be installed to 
replace the existing equipment. 

3 FRNSW’s NOI, relating to the FDCIE, 
cannot be complied with as the FRNSW 
NOI does not cover an upgrade to the 
FDCIE, nor does FRNSW have the 
authority to issue an Order for such works. 

The City’s inspection on 14 October 
2025 identified faults and isolations 
on the Fire Indicator Panel.  

To address this issue, the City 
issued a corrective action letter 
requiring the provision of a fully 
operational FIP free of faults and 
isolations by 19 January 2026. 
Follow up inspections will be 
undertaken to ensure works are 
completed in accordance with the 
City’s instructions. 

Should the required works not be 
completed in accordance with the 
City’s written instructions, the City 
may issue a Notice of Intention to 
serve a Fire Safety Order. 

 Access and Egress  

4 The exit door on the left side of the main 
pedestrian access door was difficult to 
open due to the misalignment of the 
locking mechanism.  

During the City’s inspection on 14 
October 2025, it was observed that 
the egress door had been repaired, 
addressing this issue.  

4A  The egress door was repaired during the 
period of the Notice. 

6. FRNSW have recommended that the City inspect the subject premises and 
appropriately address noted (and other) deficiencies identified within their report. 

  



 

Council Investigation Officer Recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer a 
corrective action letter was issued on 21 October 2025 to the building owners to 
address the fire safety deficiencies identified by the City and FRNSW.  

8. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 
decision. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 


